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Scientology 

Comparing World Religions Study 

History and General Information 

 In 1952, science fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard created Scientology as a religious philosophy to 

coordinate a person’s spirit with his body, with others, and with the world 

 He promoted the religion as being able to help a person discover information about past lives using 

special technology of his creation 

 The philosophy created by Hubbard included an entire lexicon of his creation, including: 

 Thetan: the spirit of an individual 

 Engram: a faithful recording of a painful moment stored in the mind, but not a memory 

 Clear: to be free from engrams 

 Operating Thetan: a person who surpasses “clear” status and can influence life, thought, energy, 

space, and time 

 In 1950, Hubbard released Dianetics, a self-help book designed to help free people from traumatic 

experienced deeply ingrained in the individual psyche that keep a person from reaching their 

maximum potential 

 Hubbard used the basics of Dianetics (even though it is focused on personal improvement through 

philosophy and science) to start the religion of Scientology 

 His religion grew by attracting people interested in rehabilitating their spirits 

 Shortly after founding the religion, Hubbard produced a machine called an e-meter that could detect 

engrams inhibiting a person’s individual development 

 He developed a system where Scientologists would advance through the religion by paying for 

textbooks, courses, e-meters, and auditing sessions (counseling) where church experts would use 

the church technology to identify engrams within an individual 

 By the mid-1950s, Hubbard began to attempt to convert celebrities to his religion, establishing 

Scientology centers in Hollywood, Paris, and Nashville 

 To this day, celebrity participation is a major method used by Scientology to maintain a highly visible 

public profile 

 Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes 

 John Travolta and Kelly Preston 

 L. Ron Hubbard died in 1986 of a stroke; the Church of Scientology reported that Hubbard had 

voluntarily given up his body for higher-level spiritual research and now lived in another galaxy 

Basic Beliefs 

 According to www.scientology.org: 

 Scientology is a religion that offers a precise path leading to a complete and certain 

understanding of one’s true spiritual nature and one’s relationship to self, family, groups, 

Mankind, all life forms, the material universe, the spiritual universe and the Supreme Being. 
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 Scientology addresses the spirit—not the body or mind—and believes that Man is far more than 

a product of his environment, or his genes. 

 Scientology comprises a body of knowledge which extends from certain fundamental truths. 

Prime among these are: 

 Man is an immortal spiritual being. 

 His experience extends well beyond a single lifetime. 

 His capabilities are unlimited, even if not presently realized. 

 Scientology further holds Man to be basically good, and that his spiritual salvation depends 

upon himself, his fellows and his attainment of brotherhood with the universe. 

 Scientology is not a dogmatic religion in which one is asked to accept anything on faith alone. On 

the contrary, one discovers for oneself that the principles of Scientology are true by applying its 

principles and observing or experiencing the results. 

 The ultimate goal of Scientology is true spiritual enlightenment and freedom. 

 Despite its many successes, science has not provided answers to questions Man has been asking 

himself since time immemorial: Who are we? What do we consist of? Where do we come from? 

Where are we going? What are we doing? 

 These questions have always been the province of philosophy and religion, but traditional 

answers became inadequate in the face of the H-bomb. 

 Scientology, drawing on the same advances in knowledge that led to the understanding of 

nuclear physics, provides modern answers to these questions. And it supplied workable 

methods of application, that made it possible for Man to reach the ancient goal he has been 

striving toward for thousands of years: to know himself and, in knowing himself, to know and 

understand other people and, ultimately, life itself. 

 Scientology believes Man to be basically good, not evil. It is Man’s experiences that have led him 

to commit evil deeds, not his nature. Often, he mistakenly seeks to solve his problems by 

considering only his own interests, which then causes trouble for both himself and others. 

 Scientology believes that Man advances to the degree that he preserves his spiritual integrity 

and values and remains honest and decent. Indeed, he deteriorates to the degree that he 

abandons these qualities. 

 But because Man is basically good, he is capable of spiritual betterment. And it is the goal of 

Scientology to bring him to a point where he is capable of sorting out the factors in his own life 

and solving his own problems. 

 Other efforts to help Man have tried to solve his problems for him and, in this respect, 

Scientology is different. Scientology believes that an individual placed in a position where he can 

increase his abilities, where he can confront life better, where he can identify the factors in his 

life more easily, is also in a position to solve his own problems and so, better his own life. 

Sacred Texts 

 Scientology has no central, holy text like many other world religions 

 However, the books written by Hubbard, along with his public speeches, have been compiled and 

are considered authoritative in Scientology 

http://www.scientology.org/l-ron-hubbard.html
http://www.scientology.org/l-ron-hubbard.html
http://www.scientology.org/what-is-scientology/basic-principles-of-scientology/scientology-a-knowledge-of-life.html
http://www.scientology.org/what-is-scientology/basic-principles-of-scientology/scientology-a-knowledge-of-life.html
http://www.scientology.org/what-is-scientology/the-practice-of-scientology.html
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 The principles of Scientology are found in Hubbard’s book Dianetics, which claims that many 

troubles in life were caused by mental aberrations; these aberrations inhibited human potential but 

could be eliminated through a deliberate process that would lead a person to become “clear” 

 The book quickly became a best seller (has sold over 20 million copies) 

God and Jesus 

 Scientology’s concept of God is that of a unique personality.  The religion does little more than 

acknowledge the reality of God in its early-stage teachings to new church members 

 Even while God is acknowledged, Scientology teaches not to be distracted by worshiping God in a 

way that keeps the individual from attaining maximum personal potential 

 The religion says that the only way to understand deity is to attain total enlightenment by becoming 

clear, as an operating thetan 

 Scientology is unique among world religions in its lack of regard for Jesus 

 In its official documents, the church denies the existence of Jesus altogether, calling his crucifixion a 

plot by an ancient alien tyrant to repress thetans 

 L. Ron Hubbard defamed the historical Jesus and saw him as a hate-filled individual 

Heaven, Hell, Salvation, the Soul  

 Scientology describes Christian teachings on these subjects to be fraudulent efforts to cripple 

individuals spiritually and force people to depend on the church for their hope 

 Scientology, on the other hand, teaches that the soul’s salvation is not found in the forgiveness from 

sins; rather, it is found in the self-discovered freedom from deceitful engrams and implants 

 Hell does not exist in Scientology 

Worship in Scientology 

 Church services in Scientology differ from most other religions’ worship experiences 

 The church is open seven days a week for church activities, regular services, and for church 

community gatherings 

 Churches are available for weddings, christenings, and funerals 

 The regular Sunday messages given by church leaders are designed to lead newcomers into the 

auditing process and to inspire regular members to continue 

 The purpose of worship is to build happy and healthy individuals, families, and Scientology 

communities 

 The ongoing auditing services required for church members are the primary ministry hosted in 

Scientology church facilities 

 Attaining the upper levels of auditing, including clear and operating thetan, requires hundreds of 

hours of auditing 

 Scientology worship also includes training as the other component of the religion’s “Bridge to Total 

Freedom.”  Such training includes the showing of Hubbard’s speeches, along with access to the 

church library 
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A Response 

 Scientologists base their philosophy on the writings of L. Ron Hubbard rather than on the 

documents of the Bible 

 Scientology material clearly shows that Hubbard, not Jesus, is viewed as the ultimate bearer of truth 

 Scientology offers a different understanding of humanity in terms of origin, history and salvation.  

Scientologists believe in past lives, for example, contrary to historic Christianity.  Likewise, the 

Scientology Bridge to freedom is not anchored in the death of Christ as atonement. 

 The absence of Jesus in Scientology discourse is further proof of the distinction that must be made 

between Scientology and Christian faith.  Ultimately, one has to choose between the paradigm of L. 

Ron Hubbard and Jesus in relation to life’s meaning, human identity, and the path of liberation. 

 

 

Sources: 
Handbook of Today’s Religions by Josh McDowell & 
Don Stewart 
Nelson’s Illustrated Guide to Religions, edited by 
James A. Beverley 
World Religions and What People Believe by Bryan 
McAnally 
So What’s the Difference? by Fritz Ridenour 
The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin 
www.scientolgy.org 


